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Introduction
qThe year 2020 was declared as the International Year of Plant Health 
(IYPH 2020) by the 73rd Session of the United Nations General Assembly 
on 20th December 2018. 

qThis followed the Government of Finland’s proposal supported by FAO 
member countries to establish IYPH 2020 in the UN system.

qThis was endorsed by Commission of Phytosanitary Measures in 2015 
when it decided to pursue an international Year of Plant health 2020.



Introduction Cont.
qIYPH 2020 provided a platform for national, regional and global plant 
health organizations to raise awareness of the importance and positive 
impacts of plant health in addressing issues of universal importance 
including hunger, poverty, threats to the environment and economic 
development.

qKenya being an agricultural economy embraced IYPH 2020 and raised 
awareness on importance of plant health. 



Introduction Cont.
qCreation of awareness was particularly important to Kenya because in
the recent past, pest incursion have not only led to reduction in yields and
loss of income but also to restriction of international markets.

qFurther, new pest threats are also looming in the horizon with
Mozambique having recently reported a new devastating banana wilt
disease (Tropical Race 4 (Acronym TR4)) therefore posing a threat to
Kenya’s banana production.



ACTIVITIES TO MARK IYPH IN KENYA



Official launch of IYPH- Breakfast 
meeting

qKenya marked the beginning of the International Year of Plant Health 
with a breakfast meeting that brought together various stakeholders at the 
end of the year 2019 – 11th December 2019.





Review of Plant Protection Act – Cap 
324

qKenya marked the international year of Plant Health with review of 
policies;
qcommencement of review of the Plant Protection Act - Cap 324;
qdevelopment of regulations and 
qContinuation of the development of the National Phytosanitary Policy 

qThe enhanced legislation will provide a more responsive regulatory 
environment that will boost prevention of introduction and spread of plant 
pests. 



Areas Strengthened
§ Provision of a national plant 

protection organization 
(NPPO)

§ Pest risk analysis, 
§ Provision of and recognition 

of pest free areas and areas 
of low pest prevalence, 

§ Surveillance, 
§ Pest reporting, 
§ Phytosanitary integrity and 

security of consignments,

§ Pest listing;
§ Prompt action and 

emergency measures; 
§ Emergency fund;
§ Notification of non-

compliance;
§ Regulation of biological 

articles and control agents.
§ Laboratories 



Stakeholder engagements
1. Taveta
2. Embu
3. Nyeri
4. Meru
5. Mombasa
6. Nairobi
7. Machakos
8. Kisii
9. Busia
10. Kakamega
11. Bomet

12. West Pokot
13. Transzoia
14. Uasingishy
15. Kisumu
16. Muranga



Stakeholder engagements



Expert talks



Essay Writing Competition



Media Engagements



Partners 



Branding



Branding



Impact of IYPH awareness activities
qThere is greater understanding of the importance of prevention of 
introduction and spread of pests.

qAll stakeholders understand the role the NPPO plays in 
phytosanitary matters.

qThere is concerted effort and partnership in prevention of 
introduction and spread of pests and diseases into Kenya. 



Official closing of IYPH activities in Kenya

qThis conference will officially mark the closing activities dedicated to the 
international Year of Plant Health in Kenya.

qAwareness creation however continues.
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